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VETERINARY APPOINTMENTS. 
“What is the use of agitating about a few special 


appointments, which, if they were obtainable, would 


only provide places for about 4 per cent. of our 
members and leave the other 96 struggling against 
agricultural depression, quacks and over-crowding ? ”’ 
This is the sort of excuse for doing nothing we have 
often heard when the subject of appointing veterinary 
surgeons to posts for which their training fits them 
has been under discussion. It is only an excuse. No 


argument can possibly be brought against an attempt 


to find work for even 4 per cent. of our members, 
especially when they are eminently fitted for the 
work, and when their employment would be an un- 
mixed good to the public. But appointments are not 
obtained by merely wishing for them, and local 
authorities will continue to ignore veterinary claims 
so long as veterinarians maintain a passive attitude 
to all municipal or parochial matters. 

Perhaps no appointment is more desirable from a 
public point of view or more suitable from a_profes- 
sional aspect than that of a veterinary surgeon as 
meat inspector. This is acknowledged universally. 
All meat inspectors in continental towns are veteri- 
narians. In America the chief inspectors of meat 
are also veterinary surgeons. 


TuBERCULIN Use. 


Last week we noted the adoption by Sir Gibson 
Carmichael, M.P., of tuberculin as a means to ensur- 
ing the freedom from tuberculosis of his pedigree 
herd. This gentleman intends to sell no cattle in 
future save those which he has tested and can guar- 
antee free from tuberculosis. 

This week we are able to add another practical 
illustration of the use of tuberculin for the protection 
of owners of cattle and their customers. The Tilston 
Bank Dairy, of Bold Street, Liverpool, have tested 
all the cows from which they obtain milk. All that 
have reacted have been cast and removed. The test 
was carried out by Mr. Barron, M.R.C.V.S., and the 
dairy is now able to guarantee the absolute freedom 
of their milk from any possible danger of contact 
with bovine tuberculosis. 

These two cases show what can be done by private 
effort towards the suppression of disease. No doubt 
the good example will be widely followed, and many 
dairy stocks and pedigree herds cleared of disease by 
voluntary effort. As tuberculin becomes more widely 
patronised we shall have an ever-increasing argu- 
ment for some legislative action being taken to pre- 


vent the dissemination of tuberculosis. Men who 


In Great Britain no | once get a clear herd and a healthy dairy will not 


such thing as systematic meat inspection exists, and | passively allow diseased herds to exist all around 
in nearly every place where it is pretended some them, and may reasonably ask the Government to 
person with really no qualification for the post is en- | step in and compel the ignorant or prejudiced to 


trusted with the duty. ‘To most people, this state of ; adopt preventive measures. 


The more enlightened 


affairs probably presents itself as only one of the; men have always taken early advantage of science 
anomalies consequent on the unscientific evolution of and law to get rid of disease amongst their animals. 


Government. 


In this practical country vested in- | Action was taken for years against pleuro-pneumonia 


terests are stronger than logic, and our laws are | before many men would adopt any voluntary preven- 
framed not as the result of decisions arrived at by a tive measures, and even up to the last outbreak men 


careful consideration of what is best for the people, 
but as the result of a compromise with every interest 
opposed to change. That the veterinary surgeon is 
not entrusted with the inspection of meat is, strange 
to say, not one of these accidental anomalies. He is 
positively barred from the position by statute. Meat 
inspection is only provided for by the Public Health 
Act, 1875, or by the Market and Fairs Clauses Act, 
1847, Under the first Act only a medical officer of 
health or an inspector of nuisances may be appointed. 
Under the second Act a corporation or other body 

8 power to appoint an inspector of meat only when 
they have had powers given them to construct a 
market or slaughter-house. 

Quite recently we have heard of a case where a 
Borough Authority desirous of appointing a veter- 
ary surgeon as meat inspector found itself unable 
to act. Surely such an obstacle to the progress of 
Sanitary and hygienic regulations deserves attention 
from the public, and very active efforts for its altera- 
tion from the veterinary profession. 


were to be found who would not report and who 
would sell from infected herds. The same conditions 
even now are found in relation to glanders. The 
best owners stamp out disease whenever they detect 
it ; others do not, but sell their dangerous or infected 
horses and so keep up the spread of disease. There 
will always be good, bad, and indifferent men. The 
first want little law to guide them, the latter can 
only be controlled by law ; and therefore voluntary 
effort alone, even with the aid of mallein and tuber- 
culin, cannot be trusted to. When science gave these 
two valuable agents to good men for their use and for 
others’ protection, it also gave them to bad men for 
their own selfish greed and for others’ injury. The 
easy detection of an incurable but latent disease may 
suggest to one man in a hundred the advisability of 
slaughtering the diseased animal, but it will suggest 
to the ninety-nine the policy of selling. 

The discovery of mallein and tuberculin then are 
reasons for increasing the stringency of legislation 


| against glanders and tuberculosis. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS. 


It is some months since the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons discussed this matter 
of covering, but it did not come to any good result 
respecting the non-registered unqualified assistant. 

I consider this too grave a matter for the pro- 
fession to allow to pass without some comment. It 
appeared some of the members of the Council em- 
ployed such men, but one cannot gather whether its 
further consideration was dropped in consequence. 
If it is so the sooner the electors turned out their 
present representatives the better it will be for the 
profession at large. 

Why should the public pay for the services of a 
non-qualified assistant under cover of his principals’ 
title? Is not the man who employs him obtaining 
money for services rendered by means of unskilled 
labour and at the same time ‘covering.’ It is tan- 
tamount to covering a man practising on his own 
behalf. 

Could a qualified man recover fees in a court of 
law for such services? I doubt whether he could. 
Of course this latter question is of no importance only 
to the individual. 

One would think qualified assistants were scarce ; 
and it is unfair and doing them out of their rights 
which they have dearly purchased by examination, 
to allow the employment of unskilled assistants in 
the place of the qualified. It is the manufacture of 
empirics. 

In the term ‘ unqualified assistant’ I neither in- 
clude students studying at a recognised College nor 
the bona fide pupils of practitioners who are likely to 
study for the profession ; but such students should be 
registered by the R.C.V.S. 

For the digestion of your readers I can’t do better 
than append the latest proclamation of the General 
Medical Council, and I know well the profession will 
give it its fullest consideration :— 


(B) Resolutions of the General Medical Council and 
its Committee in regard to * covering” unquali- 
Jied persons, and the employment of unqualified 
assistants. 


(1) On April 21st, 1883, the General Medical Council 
assed the following resolution :— 

“That the Council record on its Minutes, for the 
information of those whom it may concern, that charges 
of gross misconduct in the employment of unqualified 
assistants, and charges of dishonest collusion with un- 
qualified practitioners in respect of the signing of 
medical certificates required for the purposes of any 
or are, if brought before the Coun - 
cil, regarded by the Council as charges of j 
conduct under the Medical Act.’’ 

(2) With an earnest desire to put a sto i 
wrongful practice, the General Conaeil ine 
lowing further resolution on November 26th 1887 :— 

“That it be referred to the Executive Committee 
to consider under what circumstances a registered 
medical practitioner would render himself liable to 
the censure of the Council in reference to the em- 
ployment of unqualified assistants.”’ 


(3) On February 27th, 1888, the executive committee 
without attempting to make a formal definition of the 
misconduct in question, reported to the General Coun- 
cil that, in its opinion, “ A registered medical practi- 
tioner would render himself liable to the censure of the 
Medical Council in case of the employment of an un- 
qualified assistant in the practice of medicine, surgery, 
or midwifery on behalf and for the benefit of such 
registered practitioner, either in complete substitution. 
for his own services, or under circumstances in which 
due personal supervision and control are not, or 
cannot be, exercised by the said Registered Practi- 
tioner.” 

(4) In reference to the procedure known as “ cover 
ing” the Executive Committee also stated that, in its 
view, a Registered Practitioner covers an unregistered 
person when he does, or assists in doing, or is party to, 
any act which enables such unqualified person to prac- 
tise as if he were duly qualified. 

(5) The Executive Committee furthermore called 
attention to a resolution, passed by the General 
Council on April 21st, 1883, which implies that, in the 
Council’s opinion, “ any Registered Practitioner prac- 
tising for gain, who knowingly and wilfully deputes a 
person not registered, or qualified to be registered, 
under the Medical Act to professionally treat on his 
behalf, in any matter requiring professional discretion 
or skill, any sick or injured person, ‘should’ be sub- 
ject to the same legal liabilities as a person who falsely 
represents itself to be a legally qualified Medical Prac- 
titioner ; but with special proviso that such enactment 
should not hinder any duly regulated training cf pupils 
in medical schools, or otherwise by legally qualified 
practitioners, nor the use of trained pupils in partially” 
treating the sick or injured under the direction, super- 
vision, and responsibility of such practitioners, nor 
the legitimate employment of nurses, midwives, or 
dispensers.” 

(6) From time to time, the Council has investigated 
several cases in which Registered Medical Practitioners 
have been charged with permitting and enabling un- 
qualified persons to practice under cover of the names 
and qualifications of such Registered Practitioners ; 
and when the charges have been proved, the Council 
has adjudged these Practitioners to have been guilty 
of “infamous conduct in a professional respect,’ and 
has ordered their names to be erased from the Medical 
Register. 
PROGRESSIONIST. 


ADVERTISING IN THE PUBLIC PRESS. 


The question of advertising has been for a long 
time under consideration by the veterinary pro- 
fession, and the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons has passed a bye-law declaring 
that such practice (advertising) is disgraceful from a 
professional point of view, yet there are a few who 
are in favour of allowing the existing advertisers the 
right of still shining their light before men so that 
they (the advertisers) may be glorified by the public. 

A question may be asked: who are the men who 
advertise ? Are they not principally men who have 
been in practice some years and have made their 
mark? It cannot be said advertising is used by 
them as means for an introduction to work up @ 
practice. It is not the fledgling from college. If it 
were so, it would be excusable. The worse kind of 
advertisers in my opinion are those who answer the 
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correspondents in our live stock papers giving their 
names, titles and addresses in the superscription of 
the veterinary columns, and who also allow them- 
selves to be interviewed by the reporter, so that in 
return they get a glaring advertisement under the 
form of a puffing article respecting their qualifica- 
tions.and abilities. We do not see other professional 
men, such a lawyers and medical men, in answering 
correspondents in the lay press on their respective 
professional matters using even their names let alone 
their professional titles and addresses. Why should 
the veterinary surgeon be different in this respect ? 
It is unfair to the fresh graduate to have to compete 
with men who have not only made a practice but also 
who are allowed to advertise. The idea with the 
public is this: the man who makes the most noise 
must be the man who is the cleverest. 
Our motto ‘ Vis unita fortior’’ is abused by 
allowing every man to struggle for himself in ethical 
matters. Let the few be forced to bow to the wishes 

of the majority. 
PROGRESSIONIST. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The annual general meeting was held on Thursday 
evening, the 3rd inst., at the Royal College of Veteriuary 
Surgeons, 10, Red Lion Square, Bloomsbury, Mr. Sidney 
Villar presiding. The other Fellows present were :— 
Messrs. A. L. Butters, Veterinary-Capt. E. R. C. Butler, 
A.V.D., Vet.-Capt. L. T. Blenkinsop, A.V.D., J. Hail 
Brown, H. W. Caton, J. A. W. Dollar, Thos. C. Garry, 
W. Hunting, J. S. Hurndall, Prof. F. Hobday, F. W. 
Kendall, F.C. Mahon (hon. sec.), Prof. J. Macqueen, 
Prof. Penberthy, R. Porch, A. Prudames, J. Rowe (hon. 
treas.), W. Roots, Hugh Singleton, W. E. Taylor, F. 
Wright, F. Orford, L. Walpole; and as visitors: E. 
Faulkner, Manchester ; and Hugh A. MacCormack. 

The CHarrMaN called upon the honorary secretary 
(Mr. F. C. Mahon) to read the minutes of the previous 
annual meeting. 

Mr. J. 8S. HURNDALL having regard to the fact that the 
minutes of the last annual meeting had been reported in 
The Veterinary Kecord, now moved that they be taken as 
read. 


Mr. F. W. Kenpatt seconded the motion, which was 
adopted unanimously. 

The Hon. Sec. announced the receipt by him of com- 
munications expressing the writers’ regret at their ina- 
bility to attend that meeting, from Mr. F. W. Wragg, 
Mr. J. Roalfe Cox, and Mr. A. Wheatley, of Reading. 


ELEcTION AND NOMINATIONS. 


A ballot resulted in the unanimous election of Mr. W. 
Reekie, M.R.C.V.S., 556, Oxford Street, W., as a Fellow 
of the Society. 

Mr. F. W. M R.C.V.S., of 128, Jermyn 
Street, W. was nominated by Prof. J. Macqueen and Mr. 
J. Rowe; and Mr. Hugh A. McCormack, M.R.C.V.S., 
Was proposed by Mr. J. Rowe, and Profs. F. Hobday and 
Penberthy. Mr. J. Randolph Welsby, M.R.C.V.S., was 


Tue Report anp Batance SHEET. 


The Hon. Sec. then read his report and the Hon. 
Treasurer’s balance sheet for the past year as follows :— 

Mr. President and Gentlemen,—During the session 
1894-5, 17 new Fellows have joined the Society, and one 
has resigned. By death we have lost in the person of 
Professor T. Walley, both an active member of his 
profession and of this Society, one who at all times gener- 
ously lent his aid towards advancing its best interests. 

At the present time the Society numbers 140 members. 
During the year five Council, and nine general meetings 
have been held. The average attendance has been 34. 

Five papers or addresses have been delivered, viz. : — 

1. Presidential address, S. Villar, Esq., F.R C.V.S. 

2. Report on the XVIL “ Veterinary Section ” of the 
International Congress of Hygiene and Demography, by 
J. A. W. Dollar, Esq., M.R.C.V.S. 

3. “The Legal Aspect of Soundness,” Vet.-Captain 
E. R. C. Butler, A.V.D. 

4. “Glanders,” by Prof. J. McFadyean, M.B., Dean 
R.V.Coll., London. 

5. “ Pelvic Fractures,” by W. Hunting, F.R.C.V.S. 

A number of interesting pust-mortem and other speci- 
mens have been shown at the meetings, the discussions 
being well maintained. 

The Society has during the past year made a grant of 
£50 towards the Jubilee Memorial R.C.V.S. 

The receipts during the session have been £160 5s. 6d., 
expenditure £78 13s. 8d., leaving a balance of £81 
11s. 10d., exclusive of £150 on deposit in the Hammer- 
smith Branch of the London and County Banking Com- 
pany. 

(Signed) F. C. Manon, Aon. Sec. 

The CuHairnman: The balance sheet is in print before 
you and, I am sure, if any gentleman has any question 
to ask concerning its items our honorary treasurer (Mr. 
Rowe) will be pleased to answer. We are all glad, I am 
certain, that the year which now cioses has been another 
record year in the history of our Society. Our receipts 
have been in excess of those of previous years. 

Mr. W. Huntina: Mr. President, you will doubtless 
remember that I once withdrew a motion to make a 
grant from the funds of this Society because of an inti- 
mation on the part of Professor Macqueen that we had 
not enough money in hand. I now want to give notice 
of my intention to bring before this Society the expe- 
diency—I may say the necessity—of making a graut to 
the British Institute of Preventive Medicine. I see by 
the printed balance sheet that there is a balance of £81 
lls. 10d. in the hands of the treasurer, and [ think the 
fact affords me a favourable opportunity to re-introduce 
my motion. 

— Rowe: I presume we are not going to discuss it 
now 

The Cuatrman: No. Mr. Hunting merely gives notice 
of his motion now. 

Mr. Rowe: I wish to point out that £50 of the £81 
1ls. 10d. has already been voted as our donation to the 
Jubilee Memorial Fund. 

Mr. Huntine: But is not that £50 included in the 
total expenditure of the honorary treasurer and honorary 
secretary, amounting to £7813. 8d., as appears by the 
printed balance sheet ? 

Mr. Rowe: No, I have not paid it yet 

Mr. Huntine: But it is some months since the £50 
was granted. 

Mr. Rowe: | have been,awaiting au application for the 
money. 

Mr. Huntine: This printed balance sheet affords no 
explanation of the separate items. One would naturally 
suppose that the £50 would be included in the total ex- 
penditure given as £78 13s. 8d. seeing that the sum was 


also duly nominated. 


voted so long ago. 
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The CuarnmaNn: The honorary treasurer has already 
explained to the Couucil of the Society that the reason 
he has not paid the money over is that no application 
has been made for it, and he does not know to whom the 
£50 is to be paid. 

Mr. Huntina: Do you mean to say that the treasurer 
does not know to whom and for what purpose, the grant 
of £50 was made ! 

The Cuatrman: I mean that as yet he has not been 
made aware of the individual authorised to receive the 
money. 

Mr. Hunrina: It is a peculiar explanation. I think 
we have a right to ask why the money has not been paid 
over. 

Mr. Roots: I think that when future balance sheets 
are presented to us in print the different items of expen- 
diture should be given more fully. The paper before us 
to my mind conveys no idea how the money has been 
disbursed. All it says is: “ Expeuditure of hon. treas. 
and hon. secretary £78 13s. 8d.” I think the items of 
expenditure should be given. 

The CHarrMAN : I may, 
auditors have signed the balance sheet as correct. 
are present. 

Mr. Burrers: As one of the auditors I agree with 
what Mr. Roots has said. I may explain the reason why 
the items of expenditure have not been fully set forth. 
Our Secretary was very anxious that a statement of 
account should be printed and in readiness for this meet- 
ing and time would not allow of each item being got out 
and stated separately. It was thought that, if further 
information were needed, questions could be asked and 
answered at this meeting. The Secretary has all the 
items of receipt and expenditure in his possession. 

The CuarrMaN: Has any gentleman any further re- 
mark to make, or will some gentleman move that the re- 
port and balance sheet which we have just heard read be 
adopted ? 

Prof. PeNBertTHY : | move that the report and balance 
sheet be adopted, and I think we may congratulate our- 
selves upon having a very healthy balance. 

Mr. HurNDALL seconded the motion, 

Prof. MacqugeEN: I am one of those individuals who 
would like to know something more about this £78. 
What was it expended for. We don’t want all the items 
but a few. 

Mr. Rowe: [ may tel! you that the items of expendi- 
ture include the hire of the room for our meetings, 
waiter, refreshments at the rate of ls. a head, printing, 
statiovery and telegrams, the reporter’s charges, and cab 
and ’bus fares of our secretary and treasurer who have 
books to bring with them to the meetings. Then the 
dinner account was exceptionally heavy, amounting to 
over £14 14s. The whole of the items of expenditure 
are open to your inspection, and can easily be got at. 

Prof. Penspertuy : They have been audited ? 

Mr. Rowe: Yes, every item. 

The motion was then put and carried. 


rhaps, remind you that the 
They 


ELEcTION OF OFFICERS AND CoUNCIL. 


Messrs. Roots and Walpole having been chosen scru- 
tineers of the voting, the meeting proceeded to the elec- 
tion of officers and Council for the ensuing year, 

The Cuarrman: The first officer whom we have to 
elect is the president, and taking advantage of the posi- 
tion which [ still occupy as your president, I wish to 
bring to your notice a name which, I am sure, will meet 
with approval from each one of you. In submitting a 
name to you, I wish it to be clearly understood that it is 
open to any gentleman to propose arother Fellow of the 
Society as its president during the ensuing year, Few 
words are needed for me to commend to you the gentle- 
man whom I have pleasure in nominating as president of 
this Society ; and it is needless for me to explain to you 


the advantages likely to follow his election, so far as the 
dignity and interests of the Society are concerned. The 
gentleman to whom I thus refer is well-known to all of 
you and for many years he has been an active member 
of this Society. With these few words, I beg to propose 
the election as our president of Professor Penberthy who- 
will, I believe, be willing to undertake the duties of the 
position if he be elected. (Applause.) 

Mr. Prupamgs: I shall be only too happy to second 
that proposition. We have had ample opportunities for 
observing the high qualities of Professor Penberthy. I 
have much pleasure in seconding the nomination of that 
gentleman as president of this Society. 

The motion was then formerly put and carried unani- 
mously. 

The CuarrMaN : Professor Penberthy, I have great 
pleasure in informing you that you have been unani- 
mously elected to preside over the deliberations of the 
Central Veterinary Medical Society during the ensuing 
session. (Applause.) : 

Professor PENBERTHY: Mr. President and gentlemen 
I a your kindness with a good deal of diftidence. I 
should be sorry to deny anything that my good friend 
(Mr. Villar) has said of me. But I am not a very old 
member of this Society and, when I was asked by the: 
secretary some few days ago if, in the event of my 
nomination I would consent to stand, I tried to show 
him as clearly as possible how important it was that my 
election should not put anyone who had greater claims 
out of office. I donot know anything about the rota. 
tion in which Fellows succeed to the chair of this Society 
nor am | at all sure of the qualities which fit a man to 
become your president. I will not detain you any longer 
now than to say I most sincerely thank you for the 
honour you have done me, and I think it is an honour 
indeed to be the president of the metropolitan Veterinary: 
Medical Society. At the same time let me assure you 
that I will do what in me lies to promote the interests of 
the Society, and to foster the good feeling which has 
always prevailed at its meetings and everywhere else 
where it took a leading part. I thank you very sincerely, 
gentlemen. (Applause.) 

The CuatrMan : We have now to elect four vice-presi- 
dents. The retiring vice-preside:ts are: Mr. A. L. But- 
ters,“Mr. A. Prudam2s, Mr. S. Slocock, and Mr. F. W 
Wragg. 

There were six nominations, and the voting was 
follows :—Mr. Villar, 20; Mr. Butters, 15; Mr. Mulvey, 
13; Mr. Wragg, 13; Mr. Prudames, 11 ; and Mr. Hurn- 
dall, 9. The first four were, therefore, elected. 

_ There were sixteen nominations for members of Coun- 
cil, twelve of whom were elected. Professor Macqueen 
and Mr. Hurndall declined to serve again, remarking 
that they thought one year’s service on the Council was 
“quite enough.” Professor McFadyean, 21; Mr. H. 
Singleton, 20; Capt. Butler, 19; Mr. Hunting, 19 ; Mr. 
J. A. W. Dollar, 18 ; Capt. Blenkinsopp, 18 ; Mr. Rogers, 
17 ; Mr. Roots, 16; Mr. H. Edgar, 16 ; Prof. Hobday, 15; 
Mr. J. Taylor, 15 ; Mr. Prudames, 14 ; Mr. H. W. Caton, 
11; Mr. Walpole,6; Mr. Porch, 5; aud Professor Prit- 
chard, 5. 

The Cuarrman: The next election is that of an hon. 
treasurer, and it affords me very great pleasure to nomin- 
ate Mr. Rowe. (Hear, hear). We all know Mr. Rowe 
as a very energetic and valuable officer of this Society. 
He possesses in a pre-eminent degree two very good 
points in a treasurer—he is a first class man to get 
money, and secondly he is a very good hand at keeping it 
when he gets it. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) 

Mr. Caton seconded the motion, which was carried 
nem. con. 

Prof. Pensertuy: I have much pleasure in proposing 
that Mr. Mahon be the secretary of the Society during 
the coming year. (Applause.) We all know how well he 


siderably handicapped ia the early part of the past session 


esting specimens ; and also to the gentlemen who have 
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has done his work before. We have ample assurance 
that, if he will again kindly accept the office, the Society 
will have the advantaye of the experience he has already 
gained in the position. As good wine needs no bush [ 
need say no more in order to commend Mr. Mahon to 
your most favourable notice. (Applause.) 

Mr. Rowe: I have great pleasure in seconding the 
motion. I have had great assistance from Mr. Mahon 
and much pleasure in the genial company of my friend 
and colleague. 1 can testify to his worth from my own 
personal experience. 

The resolution was adopted unanimously. 

At the instance of Professor Macqueen, Mr. Butters 
was unanimously re-chosen auditor, and Mr. Garry was, 
on the proposition of Captain Blenkinsopp, appointed his 
colleague. 


THANKS TO THE RETIRING PRESIDENT. 


Mr. Prupames: [ rise to propose a vote of thanks to 
our retiring president, Mr. Villar, for the able manner in 
which he has conducted the business of this Society not 
only this evening but generally during his term of office. 
(Applause.) 

Vet.-Major Kettie seconded the proposition, which 
was adopted by acclamation. 

The CuarrMan: [ thank you very much, and very 
fully appreciate your kind vote of thanks. 1 cannot 
help feeling that I really have not done as well as I ought 
to have done but, as many of you will recollect, I was con- 


by family matters. I think I may claim that the session 
has been a success. That fact, however, was not due to 
your president. It was due to gentlemen who kindly 
came forward with very valuable papers and very inter- 


taken part in the discussions. Nor must I omit the 
ardous duties performed by our honorary secretary, Mr. 
Mahon, and our honorary treasurer, Mr, Rowe. I feel 
that your thanks are really rather more due to those gen- 
tlemen than to me. Nevertheless 1 thank you very much 
for your kind vote of thanks. (Applause.) 

The proceedings then terminated. 


SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The seventh annual meeting was held on Friday, Sep- 
tember 6th, 1895, at the North Eastern Hotel, Darling- 
ton. There were present Messrs. A. Peele, West Hartle- 
pool; P. Snaith and H. H. Roberts, Bishop Auckland ; 
W.N. Dobbing, C. G. Hill, and J. H. Taylor, Darling- 
ton ; G. E. Gibson, Sedgefield ; H. Peele, Durham ; Prof. 
Williams, Edinburgh; Jno. Goftou, North Shields ; 
J. W. T. Moore, Newcastle on-Tyne; and W. Awde, 
Stockton-on-Tees. 

Mr. A. PEELE presided until after the vonfirmation of 
the minutes of the previous meeting (propused by H. 
Peele, and secouded by P. Snaith) when he vacated the 
chair in favour of Mr. P. Snaith, the president-elect. 

_A hearty vote of thanks was then accorded to the re- 
tiring president for his conduct in the chair during his 


Dobbing, to which Mr. Peele suitably replied. 

Messrs. S. Fenny, M.R.C.V.S., Durham, and J. H. 
Taylor, M.R.C.V.S., Darlington, were then unanimously 
elected members of the Association, proposed by A. 
Peele, and seconded by W. Awde. 

The Treasurer (Mr. H. H. Roberts) then presented 

8 annual report, which was adopted, and the accounts 
still owing ordered to be paid, proposed by W. Awde, 


of £11 7s. 5d., but there were outstanding subscriptions 
due to the Association amounting to £9 19s. 6d. which it 
was decided to leave in the hands of the treasurer and 
secretary to deal with before the next meeting and to re- 
port upon, so that some action could be taken if 


necessary. 
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
P. Snartu, M.R.C.V.S. 


GENTLEMEN,—The first duty that devolves upon me is 
to thank you for the honour you have done to me in 
electiug me as your President. It is not without trepida- 
tion and doubt of my fitness for the duties, so ably and 
thoroughly carried out by our late president, Mr. Peele, 
and I ask you to help me to maintain the kindly and 
brotherly feeling of unanimity that has existed through 
the past year. 

Before proceeding to the other business of the evening 
I wish to draw your attention by a few brief remarks to 
matters directly relative to the veterinary profession. 

A few months ago we received the Report of the Royal 
Commission on Tuberculosis. As all of you, no doubt, 
will have read the Report it is sufficient for me to say 
that I am well satisfied with it, and that it more nearly 
represeuts my views on Tuberculosis than I myself could 
have expressed them. Therefore, having the Report 
before us, are we content to let it rest here? Most 
certainly not. Legislation is needed and that urgently. 
When I tell you that a dairyman in our town, exposed a 
milk cow in the public auction no later than Monday 
last, and that only 8/- was bid for her, you will all agree 
with me that it is a lamentable fact that we have no power 
to interfere. To my mind there is no agent or means so 
active in spreading Tuberculosis as milk. Two remarks 
in the Report impressed me very forcibly, viz: “ Tuber- 
culous disease is observed most frequently in cattle and 
in swine” and “ both carnivora and herbivora are sus- 
ceptible and the proportion is high in pigs.”’ 

Well, gentlemen, during the few years that I have 
been in practice, it has been my lot to make post mortem 
examinations of, perhaps, two or three hundred pigs, and 
although, whilst at College I frequently saw the disease 
in swine, yet, since I left, with one exception, 1 do not 
remember seeing an undoubted case. But curiously 
enough that case only occurred in the beginning of last 
week. When you consider that these are mostly 
cottagers’ pigs, fed mostly on meal and garden produce, 
and that they have no milk to give them, which in other 
districts and among farmers is more plentiful, you will 
partly see why 1 put so much stress upon milk as a 
source of contamination. I made enquiries with a view 
to finding out, if possible, the source of contamination 
in the case I spoke of, but was only able to ascertain that 
the pig was bought at a few months old from a small 
dairyman who bred it. Gentlemen, [ am not one who 
believes much in hereditary tuberculosis, and if you put 
to one side the cases that are congenital I think the per- 
centage is very small indeed. 

But let us return to the matter of legislation. Do we 
use the powers we have! Is the Milk Shops and Dairy 
Act properly carried out? Do the authorities take ad- 
vantage of the powers conferred upon them to erect 
public slaughterhouses under skilled supervision? I say 
emphatically, no; and that the inspection of dairies is 
often a mere farce, whilst most of the boroughs neglect 
to adopt the public slaughterhouses, Is it fair to the 
rural population, which in this county is very large 
indeed, that they should be excluded from the benefits 
conferred upon their ueighbours/! At one time there 
were a great many difficulties in the way, but now, when 
every parish has its Council, I should insist on all milk 


aud seconded by A. Peele. [t showed a balance in hand 


vendors being licensed, and on a rigid inspection being 
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made of all dairies with power to reject all cows affected 
with, or suspected of, tuberculosis. [I should also insist 
on all meat being killed in a public slaughterhouse under 
sompetent inspection, and [ do not see why such tubercu- 
lous meat as was deemed fit for food by the inspector 
should not be labelled as such in the same way as mar- 
garine is. Place it in shops expressly for the purpose if 
necessary, which shops should belong to the authorities. 
I myself would give compensation to the butchers, who 
as the law now stands are in a very unenviable position, 
the authorities taking the carcase and making the most 
of it. Perhaps some of you will say why not put tuber- 
culosis under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act and 
make an end of the thing at once. Most certainly this 
should be done, but I do not think there is any likelihood 
of any very active measures being taken, especially as 
tuberculin has greatly multiplied the number of diagnos- 
able cases and I wish to insert the thin end of the wedge 
and push it home slowly and surely. 

With reference to the alleged failure of the Board of 
Agriculture to cope with swine fever [ am not sure that we 
have grounds to say that they have failed. At any rate 
the accusation will not hold good in this County. I do 
not mean to justify the appointment of a layman to the 
head of the Veterinary Department, for I hold that great 
injustice has been done to the profession, but at the 
same time I believe immediate slaughter and compensa- 
tion to be the right method to adopt. There is no doubt 
that much more expense is incurred than is necessary. 
It seems a strange inconsistency that if a pig is alive it 
is left to the judgement of the local veterinary to say if 
it is or is not swine fever and they accept his dictum, yet 
if a pig is found dead they must send the viscera to 
London. In my opinion only those cases which are 
considered to be swine fever should be sent to London. 
This would save much expense in time, cost of burial, 
carriage, etc. I do not see why the local veterinary 
could not carry out the duties now undertaken by the 
travelling inspector quite as efficiently aud at much 
less cost. 

The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons have 
recently been considering two questions, viz.: covering 
and notitication. 

With regard to covering it is not a serious question 
for us if you except those cases where veterinary prepara- 
tions are sold throughout the country, wholesale and 
retail, by firms, one member of which may have a qualifi- 
cation. In this matter something should be done if 
possible. It would be very hard to deprive the country 
practitioner of his unqualified assistant so long as they 
are ouly assistants aud not partners. I would ask what 
becomes of all our students who fail to satisfy the 
examiners! Some of these return to their homes and 
are called by the neighbours “the vet.” and “ the young 
vet.”’ and, often being in possession of a few recipes, and 
the litile knowledge that is so daugerous, become in the 
habit of practising in a small way. These we mast keep 
a tight hand upon, especially as they have proved them- 
selves incompetent. 

If we are to have notification of infectious diseases 
what are they to be? It is already incumbent on owrers 
to report all those diseases coming under the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act, aud acting under the advice of 
their veterinary they generally do so. If they are 
determined to conceal the fact of the existence of the 
disease it can do no good to enforce it. It may be other- 
wise in the large towns, but to us as country practitioners 
it is unnecessary unless you are going to draw up a new 
schedule of diseases. 

In conclusion I may say that I have mentioned one or 
two reforms of measures which I should like to see 
yen. 298 and if you are with me in these matters much 
depends on ourselves. I do not expect that they will be 
brought about at once, but it rests with us and our sister 


profession to educate the public mind to the fitness of 
these things and by perseverance and unity let us be the 
little leaven that shall leaven the whole lump. 


A vote of thanks was proposed to Mr. Snaith for his 
address, and it was duly acknowledged. 


A letter was read from the Scottish Metropolitan 
V.M.A. asking for the co-operation and support of the 
Association in their endeavour to induce the Council of 
the R.C.V.S. to lay before the present Minister of Agri- 
culture the conclusion arrived at by the Royal Commis- 
sion on Tuberculosis, and the danger to human health 
arising from the consumption of milk and meat derived 
from animals affected by the disease. That in their 
opinion bovine tuberculosis should be included in the 

ontagious Diseases (Animals) Act. That all dairy cows 
should be placed under veterinary supervision, and that 
among all suspected herds and dairy stock the use of the 
diagnostic test tuberculin under scientific supervision 
should be made compulsory. [The letter has already ap- 
peared in these pages]. ce 

Mr. SnaitH proposed that a letter be sent to the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. asking them to accede to their 
wishes and lay the matter before the Minister of Agri- 
culture and that a letter be sent to the Scottish Metro- 
politan Veterinary Society stating that this had been 
done, seconded by Mr. Hill, and carried unanimously. 


CurInicaL Norgs. 


Mr. GrBson stated that he had a case recently of acute 
gastritis in a mare which on post-mortem examination 
revealed the presence of 60 to 70 ascaris megalocephali in 
the stomach and duodemum. Heals» mentioned a case 
of malformation met with in a foal in which milk came 
down both nostrils—the animal was rather thin in condi-» 
tion. On examination he found the soft palate was divi- 
ded longitudinally. 

Professor WiLu1aMs stated that he had seen a similar 
case in a three-year-old carting filly. She was, however, 
in good condition, but he was unable to advise any treat- 
ment for adoption in such cases as it did not seem to him 
to be feasible. 

Prof. Wiii1aMs also mentioned another case of a 
horse which had rested for a day or two, when called he 
found both thighs immensely swollen, also over the ribs 
on the near side. Mucous membrane highly tinged, 
animal immoveable from the spot. Diagnosis, purpura 
hoemorrhagica, but internal temperature was ouly 95° F. 
In the afternoon very large swelling on near shoulder, 
temperature 107° F., purple spots on nose, and petechial 
spots on nostrils. Tried potass. chlorate and sodii 
hyposulphite for four days, but found the animal grad- 
ually getting worse, when he commenced intra-tra-heal 
injections of iodine, 4grs. of iodine to the ounce of pot. 
iodid six days in succession. Improved rapidly with this 
treatment. Considered that iodine was too volatile to 
obtain the same results by the mouth as could be obtain- 
ed by intra-tracheel injections. 

The Secretary referred to two brain cases met with 
recently. In the first the horse went round the box, but 
always in one direction. Post mortem revealed two 
small tumours in the ventricles of the brain. In the 
other case the ear, eye, lip, and off side of face were 
paralysed. There was no power to elevate the tail nor to 
pass dung, which had to be removed by hand twice a day. 
At first the catheter had to be passed in order to take off 
the urine, but after two or three days treatment she 
passed urine herself, but without the usual elevation of 
the tail. Treatment with nux vomica and tonics was 
tried for about a month, but little or no improvement 
was manifest, so had her destroyed. Post-mortem 
examination disclosed injury to the bones of the head on 
the off side. 
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THE POSITION AND PROSPECTS OF THE 
PROFESSION. 
By W. Awns, M.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. President and Gentleman,—I must apologise for 
my presence here to-day in the character of essayist, but 
the fact is I was unable to induce anyone else to step into 
the breach and fill the place, so had to do it myself. It 
is very disheartening, I can assure you, when applying to 
members of the Association to provide papers for our 
meetings to meet with so many refusals, and I will there- 
fore thank the members if they will decide to-day as to 
who shall provide the material for discussion at the next 
meeting. I was very reluctant to bring this subject be- 
fore you, first because the paper was read at the Decem- 
ber meeting of the Border Counties V.M.A., at Carlisle, 
but I believe that very few of you will have seen it, as it 
only appeared in The Veterinary Journal. Secondly -- 
because it is always so difficult to decide what subject to 
take which would be of sufficient interest to the members 
themselves that each would take part in the discussions, 
and thirdly because I am conscious that the subject 
might have been treated in a more thorough manner by 
someone else. 

My reason for electing to consider the present position 
and the future prospects of the profession was suggested 
to me by the Jubilee year, the Charter having been ob. 
tained fifty years ago, and also on account of some news- 
paper correspondence which has lately appeared as to 
the wisdom or otherwise of the reforms which have been 
introduced by the Council of the R.C.V.S. The subject 
chosen cannot fail to be of interest to each one of us 
practising at the present time. It is one that we are all 
acquainted with, and therefore in a position to say some- 
thing about, and it is only by looking the defects of our 
present position fairly and squarely in the face, and by 
free discussions amongst ourselves that we can hope to 
influence the introduction of those reforms which we 
consider to be essential to the future welfare of our pro- 
fession. 


anatomy, physiology, histology, morbid anatomy, stable 
management, veterinary hygiene, dietetics, pathology 
bacteriology, principles of shoeing, meat inspection, and 
the principles and practice of veteriuary medicine and 
surgery, in addition to which he must have a thorough 
knowledge of the habits of healthy animals and be able 
to diagnose lameness and disease correctly ; and in order 
to successfully carry on a practice will require some ele- 
mentary knowledge of book keeping and commercial 
training. 

The other argument I believe to have nothing in it, 
but that the best men will enter and qualify themselves 
too if they really wish to do so. 

Having considered the present position of the graduates 
it will be necessary to say something with reference to 
that of the practising members. No doubt the members 
of our profession as a whole are considerably in advance 
of what they were, say twenty-five years ago, and hav 
bettered their position very much socially as well as 
morally, but there is room for still greater improvement. 
I shall proceed to consider this part of the subject by 
asking myself the following question: Am I satisfied 
with the position of the practising veterinary surgeon at 
the present time? I can honestly say that I am not, be- 
cause about one half of the members of the profession 
do not obtain a livelihood through practising their pro- 
fession but by means of what are called combined call- 
ings, which to my mind is subversive of the profession’s 
best interests. These combined callings include shoeing 
forges, horse dealing livery stables, and the like. Forges 
I object to on two grounds, first because they tend to 
lower professional charges, and secondly because they 
encourage quackery. Most V.S. having a forge dress 
horse’s teeth before their men in nearly all cases brought 
there afterwards when the men obtain forges of their 
own think they know how to do it, and do so to the detri- 
ment of the veterinary practitioners. There are other 
operations in the same way such as docking, etc. Ifa 
horse is to be cast for an operation how often are the men 
brought from the forge to assist, thus giving away know- 
ledge to them which is afterwards repaid with interest. 


Nearly all foot cases are so treated, and seldom find their 


At the outset it will be necessary to say whether I ap- | way to the proper quarter on account of the farrier con- 
prove of the recent reforms introduced by the Council of ' sidering himself proficient enuugh to cut out a horse’s 
the R.C.V.S., and they are first, higher education of the | fvot and advise as to treatment ; whereas their ignorance 
veterinary student before being admitted to his studies is often lamentable. Livery stables are not so detrimen- 


at the different Colleges; and secondly, the extension of | 


the period of study to four years, and extra examiua- 
tions. 

[am one of those who believe in the wisdom of the 
steps taken, for the simple reason that (as we live in an 
age of education) unless we go forward we must slip back- 
ward. We must progress with the times in which we 
live, there is no standing still ; and unless the veterinary 
student can pass a sufficiently high educational test the 


rotession must deteriorate. In fact I believe that it 

as not been instituted a moment too soon, and that in | 
the past members of the profession have suffered some- | 
what from lack of it. The principal arguments advanced 
against the extension of the period of study seem to be 
that it will now take six years to qualify (but in the case | 
of good students this will enable them to spend two 
years as pupil with a V.S. in practice) and that the ex- 
pense will be so great that the likeliest men to make good 
veterinary surgeons will never enter. Suppose it did 
take six years as suggested, that does not seem to my 
mind to be too long a time considering that until a few 
years ago it was thought necessary to bind a youth seven 
years to learn a trade which is purely mechanical, and 
surely it ought to take an equal length of time to master 
the details of a profession like ours, considering the sub- 
jects required to be taken up at the present time, viz., 
chemistry and elementary physics, materia medica, 
pharmacy, therapeutics, toxicology, zoology, botany, 


tal, but nevertheless derogatory toa M.R.U.V.S., and 
horse dealing still more so, because no matter how honest 
aud straightforward the V.S. carrying on such a business 
may be, it is utterly impossible for him to maintain his 
reputation for being square ; because if he rejects a horse 
as being unsound he is immediately accused of having 
done so in order to sell one of his own horses to the 
would-be purchaser. 

Another cause of the unsatisfactory condition of the 
profession is unsuitable men entering its ranks, and this 
is mainly due to their being no compulsory pupilage. 
Men entering the Colleges without having seen a day’s 
practice, they probably have an idea that they would like 
the life, and being advised by the principals of Colleges 
(when written to for a prospectus) to do so, they pay 
their fees and enter on their studies, and after having 
got so far through they then go out to see practice in the 
country, to fiud out that they are unsuitable for the work 
and would never be able to earn salt and be ouly a laugh - 
ing stock for their clients. It is quite time that a certi- 
ficate was required by the examiners stating that the 
various students coming before them had been pupils for 
a period, say two years, with a duly qualified V.S. If this 
was carried out the members of the profession would take 
good care that only likely men were sent on to College, 
thus saving their parents money and the profession the 
subsequent disgrace. 

Advertising is distinctly unprofessional and gives the 
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man who does so an advantage over his brother practi- 
tioner who does not. It ought to be limited to the send- 
ing of a card or an advertisement containing practition- 
er’s name, qualification, and address. Another evil exist- 
ing at present which requires a remedy is that of covering 
unqualified men, which is commoner than some of us 
seem to think. I know ofa case at the present time, but 
the difficulty in proving such in a court of law is very 
great ; yet it is a state of things which ought to be reme- 
died and the punishment for such cases should be very 
severe. 

At present lectures on veterinary science to farmers 
and others are being given by veterinary surgeons all 
over the country, to which I do not object provided that 
they are given on proper lines, but think that in some 

cases the County Councils have made a mistake in select - 
ing newly qualified men for the task. There is a large 
amount of valuable information which an experienced 
V.S. could impart to farmers with regard to the rearing 
and management of stock which a young V.S. would not 
know, because he has not proved for himself their 
absolute ignorance of even elementary knowledge of 
these things and the points on which they require infor- 
mation. 

Newspaper articles such as have appeared in The York- 
shire Post and Leeds Mercwry are a mistake, and only 
tend to the advertising and glorification of the individuals 
who write them, and do a certain amount of harm to the 
practitioners in the neighbourhood where the papers 
circulate. 

Veterinary surgeons suffer very much, particularly in 
country districts, from medicine vendors who hawk their 
medicines about by means of agents, and it is very rare 
indeed in the country to be summoned to attend a case 
but what the poor animal has been drugged with some of 
these su-called specifics. No doubt at one time they 
supplied a want on account of the long distauces which 
veterinary surgeons were apart, and they must have 
something to be going on with until he came. But now 
the prevailing idea seems to be to try all the available 
remedies with a view t» save sending for the VS. at all. 
I think the time has arrived when the Government of the 
day might with advantage impose a duty on all these so- 
called specifics, which would assist the Revenue of the 
country and help us to pay our way. 

The present position of the Army veterinary surgeon 
is emivently satisfactory, thanks no doubt in some 


measure to those gentlemen who have held the office of | 


principal veterinary surgeon to that Department. 

I wish as much could be said with regard to our posi- 
tion on the Board of Agriculture. Since the resignation 
of Professor Brown the work of the Department has been 
carried on by two members of the profession instead of 
three. There is thus an opening lost to the profession 
by the change, and not only so but the chief travelling 
inspector, who in Ireland is a M.R.C.V.S., in this country 
is a layman, and so are all the staff, which is an anomaly 
hardly creditable to the Government or of the times in 
which we live. [am quite sure that if veterinary sur- 
geons had been appointed at the time to take in hand 
those duties which have devolved upon the present 
travelling inspectors in dealing first with outbreaks of 
pleuro-pueumonia and now with swine fever that the 
country would have been considerable gainers by the 
transaction. As it is the dilatory way in which the Board 
of Agriculture has attempted to deal with the present 
outbreak of swive-fever has brought it into contempt 
all over the country, and made it a laughing stock. 


in a short time they will resume somewhere near their 
normal proportions. If graduates continue to be turned 
out from the various colleges at anything like the same 
rate as heretofore they will experience great difficulty in 
making a livelihood, and in order to do so they will have 
to locate themselves more and more in the country 
villages. There has been a great deal of talk lately and 
it is one of the problems yet to be solved as to how to 
bring the agriculiural labourer back to the land. but my 
firm conviction is that instead of the future V.S, flock- 
ing in such large numbers to the good sized towns they 
will have to betake themselves to the small villages 
where they will be able to rent a suitable place for their 
purpose with afew acres of grass land at a very cheap 
rate indeed. But in order to do this the graduate will 
have to be prepared for the change, and will have to be a 
thoroughly practical man and able to handle animals 
well ; his knowledge of the domesticated animals other 
than the horse will require to be very much extended in 
order to make the most of himself. He will require to 
be an expert operator, able to castrate all animals and 
even fowls, and well up in obstetrics especially. In my 
opinion this can only be done by the enforcing of com- 
pulsory pupilage of two years with a properly qualified 
M.R.C.V.S., who should be limited to take no more than 
two pupils at one and the same time. As the registered 
practitioners die off openiugs will present themselves for 
qualified men all over the country, and if the right class 
of men are forthcoming I have no fear of the result. At 
first possibly they might have to put up with low fees, 
but when the public (who require educating up to the 
point of employing duly qualified men instead of 
empirics) find the right material close at hand to select 


from, and that they get good value.for their money, it, 


will not take them long to make np their minds as to 
whom they should employ. 

| am hopefal that in the future veterinary surgeons 
will be employed at each parturition case, particnlarly in 
the larger animals, mares especially, and believe that it 
will ultimately pay the owner todo so. They are open- 
ing their eyes to the fact that it pays to insure an animal 
against foaling risks, 1 am therefore hopeful that the 
other will come in time. I believe that in the future 
the line will be more clearly drawn between the town 
and country practitioners, and that those intending to 
practice in either capacity will have to stick to either the 
one or the other as their inclination leads them. The 
best man, no doubt, for the country practitioner is a 
farmer’s sou, and if he can combine farming (which seems 
in a bad way at present) with the practice of his profess- 
ion, he is qualified to make a good living, and as far as I 
can see bring no discredit on the profession to which he 
belongs. 

As the general public become better educated in 
sanitary matters [ have no doubt that private slaughter- 
houses will be abolished and abattoirs set up instead in 
all large towns, aud that when this is done meat inspec- 
tion will be required at the hands of the town veterinary 
surgeon, who will also be required to inspect periodically 
the dairy cows and the buildings in which they are 
housed. 

_ What the principal part of veterinary graduates want 
is capital, and it is often the lack of it which makes them 
do things they would otherwise scorn to do. It is to be 
hoped that with the increased educational requirements 
of the profession there will be more capital introduced, 
and a higher moral tone imparted to it than has hitherto 
been the case. | believe that contracts will be more 


With regard to the future it seems to me that although , common than they now are, and that farmers will see 


there has beeu a falling off in the number of students 
entering the colleges as a whole during the year just end- 
ing this is easily accounted for by the large increase 
which took place just before the new regulations came 
into force, with a view to evade them ; but [ consider that 


that it is to their advantage to enter into such engage- 
ments with the practitioners and to my way of thinking 
it is a distinct advantage to the V.S. for he is thus 
secured a safe income, and when he is doing well for his 
clients he is doing well for himself. I fully believe that 
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a great deal of the quackery which now goes on in the 
country will be considerably curtailed when the prac- 
titioners are more evenly distributed. [I have no doubt 
that our services will be more and more required in 
the future than at present to advise and assist in the 
selection, examination and purchase of horses, this 
branch having largely increased of late years, and in my 
judgment will continue todo so. I am hoping that the 
time will come when no stallion will be used for service 
unless his owner can produce a certificate signed by two 
or three qualified veterinary surgeons as to his sound- 
ness and freedom from hereditary defects. I believe this 
is done in some districts already but it ought to be still 
further extended. ; ‘ 

I hope that the Government having succeeded in 
stamping out pleuro pneumonia and foot-and-mouth 
disease will take ample precautions by a system of rigid 
inspection to prevent their re-introduction into this 
country. The two diseases they are now engaged with, 
viz., glanders-farcy, and swine fever, will not be stamped 
out at all unless they act in a more energetic manner 
than they are now doing. I am hopeful that they will 
then tackle that dreaded disease of the stockowner tuber- 
eulosis. If so they will have a long and arduous task 
before them, and vo doubt our profession will find 
sufficient employment for some time to come in eradi- 
cating it from the herds of this country. I believe the 
Government will also have tu introduce compulsory noti- 
fication of contagious diseases in animals. 

With the introduction of District Councils I am 
hoping that in time we shall have appointed district 
veterinary surgeous who will be paid a small salary per 
annum for inspections, similar to what the medical meu 
have at present under the rural sanitary authorities. 
There is plenty of scope for them, and sufficient duties 
they could perform, but the general public still require 
educating up to that point which ir necessary for their 
institution. I am hopeful that in a few years it will be 
possible by means of scholarships or exhibitions to pro- 
vide for the future education of our graduates on their 
leaving college, either by going abroad to the labora- 
tories of distinguished savants, or by the British Insti- 
tute of Preventive Medicine, in order to fit them for 
scientific investigation, or for teaching or for taking up 
some of those appointments which at present yo in too 
large a proportion to the medical profession. It seems 
to me that we shall now have an opportunity for assist- 
ing in this way by subscribing liberally to the Jubilee 
Memorial Fund, which is nearly sure to be used in this 
direction. In the past my own opinion is that our mem- 
bers have been somewhat shy and diffident in taking part 
in public affairs, but that in the future, with increased 
educational facilities they will be found more aud more 
to the front in public life, and that tha profession will 
ultimately reap the benefit of it. 

It behoves each one of us to do the best we can to 
further the interests of our profession, and in no way can 
we do this more effectually than by conscientiously doing 
our duty to our patients and to our clients and by main- 
taining our self respect and conducting ourselves as 
gentlemen. We shall thus gain the respect and appro- 
bation of our fellow men, and if each individual member 
of the veterinary profession were to keep this ideal 
well before him and live up to it, I have little fear but 
what its future will be a brilliant and an honourable one. 


Mr. A. Pke.e proposed vote of thanks, seconded by 
Mr. Hill and carried. 

Mr. Roserts proposed, and Mr. Gibson seconded, a 
vote of thanks to Professor Williams for his attendance 
on the occasion and for taking part in the discussion.— 
Carried. 


Mr. Snaith presiding. The loyal and patriotic toasts were 
duly honoured. 

Mr. A. PEELE responded to the toast of “ The Army, 
Navy, and Reserve Forces.” 

Mr. Roperts proposed “The Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons,” and Prof. Williams re- 
sponded to it. 

The toast of “The South Durham and North York- 
shire Veterinary Medical Association,” was proposed by 
Mr. Moore. 

The Secretary replied, after which the company ad- 
journed to another room and a very enjoyable evening 
was spent. 

W. Awne, Hon. Sec. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.M.A. 


The 13th annual meeting of the Association was held 
in the New Theatre of the College on Friday, October 
11th, 1895, at 6.30 p.m., Professor Hobday, president, in 
the chair. 

The first business of the evening was the reading of 
the Honorary Secretary’s report. This dealt firstly with 
the meetings of the Association, and then again shewed 
a very satisfactory attendance of the members, the 
average number of attendants being 41, exclusive of 
visitors. The attendance at the Council meetings also 
reached the high average of 12, and here was mentioned 
one of the new set of of rules the Council had just 
passed, altering the day of the general meetings to Friday 
instead of Wednesday, the time to be as before 6.30 p.m. 
Secondly the report dealt with the result of the ex- 
aminations heid by the Association, and the winners of 
the medals : — 

For Class A a medal was offered for the highest num- 
ber of marks obtained in a written examination on 
minor anatomy, botany and chemistry. The competition 
for this was remarkably keen, and of the 21 who sat for 
it, Mr. T. Wolsey headed the list with a total of 259 
marks. 

The medal offered to Class B for a dissection com- 
petition was awarded to Mr. F. C. Gillard. 

In Class C an examination (both oral and written) was 
held in all the subjects of the Class C curriculum. The 
medal given for this was easily won by Mr. F. H. Wynne 
who came out favourably in each of the 4 subjects. 

The two medals offered for the two best essays read and 
defended before the meetings of the Association were 
awarded as follows: 1st to Mr. Rowland G. Saunders for 
his essay on “A few Points in the Evolution of the 
Horse.” 2nd to Mr. Arthur H. Berry for his essay on 
“Influenza of the Horse.” Mr. Jno. A. W. Dollar, 
M.R.C.V.S., who examined the essays sent in for com- 
petition, considered them to be of such merit as to award 
a 3rd medal himself to Mr. C. Parker for his essay on 
Castration of the Domestic Animals.” 

The next business before the meeting was the annual 
election of the officers of the Association. It was pro- 
posed by Mr. Reeks and seconded by Mr. Houston that 
Professor Hobday be re-elected to the Presidentship. 
This was put to the meeting and carried unanimously. 
Mr. Parks then proposed and Mr. Thomas seconded 
that Professur Shave be re-elected to the post of 
Treasurer. Carried. 

On the proposition of Mr. Houston seconded by Mr. 
Thomas, Mr. Reeks was again appointed Hon. Secretary. 
This was put to the meeting and carried. J 
Mr. Crowhurst, proposed by Mr. Jones, and seconded 
by Mr. Idenden, was after counting the votes appointed 


The annual dinner was subsequently held in the hotel, 


Assistant Secretary. 
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The 12 vice presidents were then elected as follows :— 
Messrs. Houston, Johnson, Parks, Golding, Dennington, 
Conyingham, Heley, Miller, Crowhurst, Idenden, Jones, 
and Brandt. 

This concluded the busincss of the meeting, and with a 
vote of thanks to the Chairman the proceedings termin- 


ated. 
F. Crownourst, Assist. Sec. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


PROSECUTION FOR CRUELTY. 
Tue Jewish Move oF SLAUGHTERING CATTLE. 


At the Borough Police Court on Thursday, before 
Messrs. J. Craven and G. R. Glover, a summons taken 
out by the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals was heard against Joseph Myers, of 73, 
Crown Street, Liverpool, Jewish butcher at the Wood- 
side Lairages, for havivg, at Birkenhead, on the 9th 
September, caused to be cruelty ill-treated and tortured 
an ox. 

Mr. R. F. Colam, barrister, of London, prosecuted for 
the Society, and informed the Bench that this was an 
important case, because it brought he thought, for the 
first time before the Court, the consideration of the 
methods for slaughtering animals adopted by persons of 
the Jewish persuasion. The Society were desirous of 
respecting everybody’s religious prejudices, and in bring- 
ing this matter before the court he was instructed par- 
ticularly not to say one word or do anything that should 
at all hurt the feelings of the persons who had adopted 
that method of slaughtering avimals. He was going to 
show their worships that under the very best aud most 
favourable circumstances, the method they adopted was 
necessarily a very cruel one, but in so far as it was ren- 
dered necessary by the law of Leviticus, or any other law 
which they felt themselves bound by, for the vresent, at 
any rate, the Society did not ask the Bench to say it 
shall not be done, but what the Society did say was,— 
that where persons were appointed or took upon them- 
selves voluutarily to adopt a practice which having regard 
to all other known methods in the country would be 
cruel, but for the fact that it was carried vut in accord- 
ance with the religious convictions of certain persons, 
and where they departed from that particular method 
and caused unnecessary suffering, then the law was strong 
enough and must be made to deal with those cases. As 
the Bench were doubtless aware, the ordinary method of 
slaughtering oxen in England, as far as the Christian 
method was conceruved, was by the poleaxe, and it would 

be proved that this was done constantly by skilled men 
in 30 seconds. The animal would be knocked down and 
be practically dead with the one blow. Bat under the 
Jewish method, for some reason or other it was consider- 
ed vecessary that the animal should be killed by one cut 
of the knife, and that the operator was not allowed to 
make a second cut. If the law were carried out strictly 
it would necessarily involve this, that if the animal were 
not cut sv that both arteries were severed with one cut, it 
must die a lingeriug death. But fortunately there ied 
been grafted upou that practice in England, this further 
practice, that in the slaughterhouses where the Jewish 
butcher had failed to slay the animal with one cut and 
the animal was suffering, although the Jew might not 
himself destroy it, another butcher, an English butcher 
stvod by and destroyed it with the pole-axe, or with the 
knife. In that case, he believed, the animal must not be 
eaten by strict Jews, but still it was put out of its 


misery. The practice involved a good deal of suffering. 

First of all the animal had to be “ cast,” and that in it- 

self was a very cruel operation, at any rate, as it was done 
in this country, and in the Birkenhead Lairages. First 
of all the animal had to be bound and thrown down, a 

process which took from five to ten minutes, during 
which time the poor thing was writhing and dashing it- 

self about, of course, in abject fear and fright as to what 

was being done to it. This was bad enough in itself and 

might easily be avoided, if they would ouly take pains, 

asin America and other countries. When the animal 

was down on the ground, many operators at once pro- 

ceeded to cut its throat and sever both arteries, but some 
of them unfortunately took their time, and as their wor- 

ships would be told the defendant (Myers) leisurely pro- 

ceeded to sharpen his knife and take unnecessary time 
even while the animal was struggling on the ground. On 

this particular occasion he cut the animal’s throat, but 

obviously he had not dove his work well and skilfully, 
because the poor thing was writhing and struggling, and 

a butcher, standing by with a pole-axe, was about to put 
it out of its misery with his pole-axe when Myers pre- 

vented him. At this time it became obvious to the 
persons standing around that the officers of the Society 
were watching, and Myers was told of it, and he then 
allowed another butcher to cut the throat again, and also 
allowed the animal to be poleaxed. In the meantime 

several minutes had elapsed and there had been a very 

revolting scene. The important point of this case was 
to bring prominent before the public the fact that there 
was no objection from the Jewish ritual to having the 
animals immediately killed with a pole-axe if tha throat- 
cutting was not complete. If the Jewish operators 
would not take that simple precaution then they were 
causing unnecessary suffering. He asked the Bench to 
say whether it was necessary that that poor beast should 
endure those minutes of suffering, when if Myers had 
only allowed the ordinary practice to be adopted that 

poor thing might have been pnt ont of its misery, and 
immediately after he had cut its throat with the knife. 

He was not saying that cutting its throat instead of pole- 
axing was an act of cruelty, but if the defendant, in 

pursuance of his instructions from his Rabbi or others 

under whom he might act, adopted a process which in 

itself involved suffering, then he must adopt such a 
method of doing it as would reduce the suffering to 
mivimum. 

Evidence was given by Inspector Pocock, of the 
R.S.P.C.A. He deposed that he found a difficulty 
generally in seeing beasts slaughtered by the Jews, 
because, as a rule, when they saw him coming they 
stopped. He had seen parts of the operations hundreds 
of times, but on this particular occasion he witnessed the 
whole operation, because he believed Myers’ back was 
towards him as he entered the slaughterhouse. Witness 
described in detail the method of securing the beasts, 
how a rope was dropped over the animal’s head in the 
pep, how the animal was dragged into the slaughter- 
house, and how the butchers who worked under the 
direction of Myers put fastenings on the beast’s both 
hind legs and one fore leg, how these ropes were brought 
over the beast’s back, and tied in the form of a Joop, to 
which was attached a hook at the end of a chain hanging 
from a winch. When everything was ready another 
butcher began to turn away at the winch. The first 
operation lasted 64 minutes. During all that time the 
beast was struggling to get away. The effect of turning 
at the wiuch was to tighten the ropes and cause the 
beast to be thrown violently away from the wall to the 
stones, and it went down with a heavy thud, When the 
beast was down, one end of a pole was twisted in the 
rope around its neck and forced under the beast, and the 
animal was pulled over on to its back, and it throat ex- 
posed on the top. When that was done the beast was 
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allowed to lie on the floor, while Myers was sharpening 
his knife on a piece of stone. The beast was on the 
floor four minutes, and the whole of the time its tongue 
avd face were smothered with blood, while it was 
repeatedly —e its head on the floor to try to get up. 
Then Myers cut 
apimal, and after the cut the beast nearly got up on its 
fore feet. Again, while the blood was spurting out about 
the place with a gurgling sound, the butcher standing by 
with a pole-axe went to strike it, when Myers put up his 
hand and stopped him. The beast was allowed to lie 
for a couple of minutes there until Myers was told of the 
presence of witness. Then avother man finished the 
cutting with a knife and the butcher poleaxed it. From 
the time the animal was cut till it was poleaxed, when 
witness considered it dead, was 4} minutes. Witness 
spoke to defendant and said, “That beast has been a 
long time dying.” Defendant said, “ Yes, it has been 
rather along time.” Witness said, “ Why don’t you 
allow the man to poleaxe it, as all the other Jewish 
butchers do.”’ Defendant said, “ Well, I don’t know. 
If you don’t make a bother about this I will see it is 
always done so in future. I will have a man standing by 
to do it.’ Witness asked defendant whether it made 
any difference whether the beast was poleaxed im- 
mediately after the throat was cut, and defendant said, 
“Oh no, no, not the slightest. As soon as ever the 
throat is cut and 1 get what we call the first blood, 
the beast can be struck immediately with the poleaxe.” 
Mr. James F. Ryder, veterinary inspector, represent- 
the United States here, happened to be present in the 
lairages at the time the animal was slaughtered. He 
deposed that the method of casting practised here was 
very crude and very cruel. In America the animal was 
simply slung up by the hind legs, allowed to drop on the 
shoulders, so that the head could be turned round and 


Woodside butchers, but because it was new they would 
have nothing to do with it. Witness said defendant 
made a very poor job of the cutting. By holding the 
knife at too great an angle he had severed only two 
instead of four arteriers. The animal suffered to a great 
extent for two or three minutes. There was a man 
about to strike the animal with a poleaxe, but Myers 
stopped him by putting up his hand. The whole opera- 
tion lasted 124 minutes, and it was unnecessarily cruel. 


John Astell, butcher, corroborated the evidence given. 


Defendant said he had been a “cutter” for the last 
26 years, and among his colleagues was known as the 
“quickest and sharpest in the capacity.” When he put 
up his hand it might have been an intimation to the 
butcher to use the poleaxe and not to stop. But he had 
nothing to do with anything but the cutting. 

The magistrates retired to consider their decision, and 
on their return to the Bench, Mr. Craven said: Well 
Mr. Myers, the decision of the Court is that you will be 
fined 20s. including costs. But that we consider a very 
lenient sentence and the reason of its leniency is this— 
that it is the first case of the kiud that has been brought 
before the Court, and this is a sort of intimation to the 
public, to you and others interested, that if another case 
of this kind is brought before the Court it will be very 
much more severely dealt with. You understand that. 
The Court also wish to express their opinion that the 
time occupied in casting these avimals is more than 
necessary, and is cruelty which ought to be reduced as 
much as possible.” 


— 


Tae Parntess or Catrie.— The Dean of 

hester presided last week at Norwich at a trial of 
teener’s painless cattle killer, held under the auspices of 
the Church Society for the Promotion of Kindness to 
Animals. The beast was killed instantaneously, painlessly, 
Without smoke, and practically without noise. 


e throat. The cut did not kill the! 


MILITARY REGISTRATION OF HORSES. 


Another point is the success of the system of registered 
horses. Doubts have many times been expressed with 
regard to this feature of the mobilisation scheme. Some 
have held that owners would pocket their annual registra- 
tion fee and not produce a servicable animal when called 
upon. Others have questioned the fitness of the horses 
for military work when they were produced. Under both 
these heads Lord Methuen is able to report in terms 
distinctly favourable to the late Major-General Raven- 
hill’s idea. The owners of horses are said to have 
actually “ taken a pride” in producing not only a good 
but “the best” stamp of animals at their disposal. So 
good in fact did the animals prove on acquaintance that 
all corps report well of them. Those sent for draught 
purposes were ready for waggon work almost immediately 
and “for gun drill at a pinch.” In the 8th Hussars no 
fewer than 75 per cent. were found suitable for light 
cavalry duties, aud the remainder would have done for 
transport or mounted infantry : only in the case of the 
draught horses are there any complaints. Some of these 
are said to have been found too heavy. On the whole, 
there is nothing in the report to which serious objection 
can be taken. It is for the purposes of the cavalry that 
the great difficulty arises in providing a supply of 
reserve horses, but if 75 per cent. of those handed over 
to the 8th Hussars were in this instance regarded as 


| broken and serviceable animals we have every cause to be 


satisfied, for it was the first time that any attempt had. 
been made to parade the registered horses, and there is 
no doubt but that the Army Remount Staff will care- 
fully note any shortcomings and take steps to prevent as 
far as possible their recurrence. We cannot expect to 


le bad to the | run before we walk. Hitherto the Remount Staff have 


been called upon to work more or less in the dark, and 
it reflects upon them the utmost credit that they have 
done so well as they have in such difficult circumstances. 
It is a new department from which much is expected ; 
it is evidently deserving of confidence and support. 
—Army and Navg Gazette. 


“THE ART OF HORSE-SHOEING. 


Books on shoeing horses by amateurs and faddists. 
are not uncommon, but books by men practically 
acquainted with this art are seldom seen. Excepting 
Fleming’s Essay, and Professor Brown’s Monograph 
no work of merit on horse-shoeing has appeared in 
this country within recent years. The publication 
of a manual for farriers and others by Mr. W. Hunt- 
ing supplies a want felt not only by farriers but also 
by veterinary surgeons and students. 

This book contains 120 pages with nearly a hun- 
dred drawings—a happy combination of text and 
illustration which simplifies immensely the task of 
understanding a technical work. A brief yet interest- 
ing introduction is followed by ten chapters which 
deal more or less thoroughly with the form and 
action of the foot, the preparation of the hoof for the 
shoe, the form and manufacture of shoes, their 
selection, fitting and application, roughing, shoeing 
defective feet, injuries resulting from shoeing, 
leathers, rubber pads, and shoeing competitions. 


* The Art of Horse-Shoeing : by W. Hunting, F.R.C.V.S, 
London: H. & W. Brown, 20 Fulham Road, 8.W. Post 
fr ee 3/6. 
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In this his latest and perhaps best considered 
effort the author modestly states that he writes for 
three classes of readers—horse owners who may in- 
terest themselves in the subject; farriers who may 
be open to conviction; and students who have to be 
examined on horse-shoeing. Why veterinary prac- 
titioners have not been included with the probable 
readers does not appear, but the quality of the in- 
formation supplied should induce veterinarians—- 
with or without forges—to study this manual, which 
evidently represents the deliberations of a life-long 
student of the art of shoeing horses. 

On matters of fact pertaining to shoeing the work, 
as far as it goes, may be accepted with confidence as 
an accurate exposition of present day knowledge, and 
ou matters of opinion, if the author’s views should 
not meet with unqualified approval, no one can fail 
to admire the direct, fair, clear and simple language 
-in which they are stated. 

Errors of commission are few and unimportant. 
Omissions might be mentioned, some of the chapters 
might be amplified with advantage and surgical shoe- 
ing ought to receive more attention in the next 
edition. 

Credit is due to the Publishers of the book 
for the excellent paper, type, illustrations and bind- 
ing. The price—which is ridiculously small—should 
ensure an extensive sale. J. M. 


NEW VETERINARY INSTRUMENT CASE. 

I thought it would be of interest to bring before 
the notice of the readers of The Veterinary Record a 
new style of instrument case made for me by Messrs. 
Arnold and Sons, of West Smithfield, London. It 
is one which | think will be specially serviceable for 
country practitioners. 
ts It possesses the following advantages: Ist. By 
means of a strap running through metal loops, the 
leather loops which hold the instruments can be 
enlarged or made smaller to accommodate any sized 
pocket instrument. 2nd. Being lined with leather 
(and not with the usual silk) it is easily kept clean. 
3rd. By withdrawal of the strap from the metal loops 
all corners in which dirt would be likely to accumu. 
late can be thoroughly cleaned. 


It is made of leather and is stronger and more 
durable than the ordinary pocket cases, it measures 
when closed 8 x 4x lin. Price with two folds 10s. 6d., 
with three folds 12s. 6d. W. Granam Gintam. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


We regret to announce the death of Veterinary- 
Lieutenant H. Wilkinson on the 7th instant, at 
Pietermaritzburg, 

Veterinary-Captain J. Finlayson arrived 9th in- 
stant from Egypt, on completion of tour of service in 


that country. 
The undermentioned officers arrived from India on 
six months sick leave of absence :— Veterinary- 


Lieutenants C. B. M. Harris and W. J. Tatam. 
Veterinary-Lieutenant R. H. Holmes arrived at 
Aldershot for duty on 15th inst., on appointment. 
The undermentioned transfers have taken place :— 
Veterinary-Lieutenant W. B. Edwards, AJdershot 
to Woolwich. 
Veterinary-Lieutenant F. W. Hunt, Aldershot to 
Newbridge. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


SUNSTROKE. 
Sir, 
In your last issne Mr. Trevor Spencer writes :—“ The 
subject of sunstroke in animals appears to have escaped 
the notice of authors of veterinary text-books, at least I 
have searched in vain for it in the works at my dis- 
posal.”” Mr. Trevor Spencer appears to have missed in 
his presumedly extended search through the veterinary 
literature of the world, that well-known text-book, 
Lehrbuch der Speciellen Pathologie wnd Therapie der Hans- 
there, by Friedberger and Fréhner, in which he will find 
the subject of sunstroke. The third edition was pub- 
lished by Entre, of Stuthgart, in 1892. There is a 
French translation (pubiished by Asselin and Houzean, 
Paris) of the 2nd edition by Cadiot and Reiss. 

Having seen hundreds of cases of sunstroke in the 
horse, I ventured to write an article on it in my Veter- 
inary Notes for Horse Owners, a fifth edition of which is 
in the press.—I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

_ M. Hayegs, F.R.C.V.S. 


MANAGEMENT OF HORSES ON BOARD SHIP. 
Srr, 
Mr. Henry Bidlake, writing on the above subject in 
your last issue says: “This is a subject which I am 
afraid has not received very much attention either at our 
schools or by the authors of our numerous text books.” 

Although I do not wish in any way to criticise the 
work of “our schools” or of the “authors of our 
numerous text books,” as it is no concern of mine, 
beg to point out that in my book, Training and Horse 
Management in India, there is a chapter which treats, 
somewhat fully, on the subject in question. On different 
occasions, I have had charge of horses going to, and 
coming from India by steamer as well as on shorter trips 
between India, Burmah and Ceylon. I have also seen & 
good deal of the importing trade of horses from Australia 
and New Zealand to India.—Your obedient servant, 

M. H. Haves, F.R.C.V.S. 

Woodbine Cottage, Melton Mowbray, 

12th October, 1895. 
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